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The original interest of various Rockefeller philanthropic 
agencies in mathematics rested primarily on the insight and 
vision of one man--Wickliffe Rose, who for ten years was pro- 
fessor of philosophy at Peabody College in Tennessee and who, 
rather curiously as it seems in retrospect, was chosen in 1909 
to be head of the Rockefeller Sanitary Commission, formed for the 
very practical and apparently unphilosophical purpose of eradi- 
cating hookworm in the southern states. Rose subsequently had 
a most distinguished career as director of the International 
Health Board of the Rockefeller Foundation and President of the 
General Education Board; and the world tragedy of 1914-18 led 
him to the conclusion that an essential item in the prescription 
that might heal the dissension of nations was knowledge--knowledge 
as the unifying principle of civilized life--the solvent in 
which boundaries can be resolved and barriers burned away. He 
accepted the Presidency of the General Education Board in 1923 
on the condition that a new organization, the International 
Education Board, be established which would be able to work not 
only in the United States but around the world. 
TO an early meeting of the Trustees of the International 
Board he presented, with elaborate charts and diagrams, the 
state of mathematics in every leading institution around the 
world. In December, 1923 he sailed on a trip that was to take 
him to nineteen countries, visiting some fifty universities, 
research organizations, and other institutions. In each country 
he sought the leaders in mathematics, physics, chemistry, and 
biology, usually calling on them in their workshops. 
To some it would seem odd that Rose was never interested 
in the social sciences. He was not confident that any direct 
approach could be made through ordered knowledge to the intricate 
problems of social control, and he was bothered by the fact 
that no body of generalized knowledge and no accepted scientific 
principles were available such as had been developed in the 
natural sciences. 
One is reminded of the fact that when Abraham Flexner was 
planning the organization and structure of the Institute of 
Advanced Studies at Princeton he made a similar grand tour of 
intellectual leaders in many countries. "When I asked mathema- 
ticians in any important center," he once said, "who were the 
leading mathematicians, they all came back with essentially the 
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same list. This clearly was a mature field, with accepted 
standards, and a sound base for further development. The same 
question addressed to social scientists produced in each 
instance--a new and mixed list.” Rose must have had a similar 
experience. In an effort to locate the truly significant centers 
where resided the strength and the leaders to build further and 
greater strength, Rose selected five outstanding American 
scholars who would survey European institutions, each from the 
point of view of a particular science. Professor George D. 
Birkhoff of Harvard made such a study of the centers of mathema- 
tics. The survey of European universities revealed two great 
centers of strength in mathematics at GUttingen and Paris. 
Gtlttingen was famous both for its physicists and its mathe- 
maticians, and had been for decades. The faculty of physics 
was already housed in a convenient building. An appropriation 
of $275,000 was made in 1926 by the International Education 
Board to build and equip a mathematics institute near the 
Physical Institute. The already strong faculty in mathematics 
was strengthened and by 1930 included the veteran Hilbert, who 
had just become emeritus, Herman Weyl, Richard Courant, Landau, 
Herglotz, Felix Bernstein, Paul Bernays, Otto Neugebauer, and 
the brilliant Emmy Noether. In physics there were James Franck, 
Max Born and Robert Pohl. The combination of these two facul- 
ties made GGttingen, to an even greater degree than it had been 
in the past, a world center for advances in mathematics, physics, 
and specially mathematical physics. 
The next undertaking in mathematics of the International 
Education Board was at the University of Paris. Here a labora- 
tory of physical chemistry had recently been erected, and there 
was a keenly felt need for unifying the sciences, and specially 
for bringing the mathematical faculty into proximity with the 
laboratories. In addition there was need of a professorship 
in mathematical physics. The International Education Board 
appropriated $322,250 for the various purposes, $202,050 toward 
the support and endowment of the new professorship, $119,300 to 
assist the erection of a building for the mathematical center 
which was later named the Institute Henri Poincare, and $1,000 
for the purchase of publications for the library. Most of the 
young mathematicians who went abroad on International Education 
Board fellowships pursued their studies either at Paris or 
Gbttingen. 
